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PREFACE

This manuscript is the product of a series of tape-recorded
interviews conducted for the Oral History of Iran Program
of Foundation for Irandian Studies by Mahnaz Afkhami with
Ali Akbar Ja®fari in Orange County, Ca., in June 24, 1986,
and February 3, 1987,

Readers of this Oral History memoir should bear in mind that
it is a transcript of the spoken word, and that the inter-
viewer, narrator and editor sought to preserve the informal,
conversational style that is inherent in such historical
sources, Foundation for Iranian Studies is not responsible
for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views
expressed therein.

The manuscript may be read, quoted from and cited only by
serious research scholars accredited for purposes of research
by Foundation for Iranian Studies; and further, this memoir
must be read in such place as is made available for purposes

of research by Foundatdon for Iranian Studies. No reproduction
of the memoir either in whole or in part may be made by
microphoto, typewriter, photostat, or any other device.



BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Ali Akbar Ja'fari was born in Kerman, Iran in 1921. While stilil
young, Mr. Ja'fari's family migrated from Ixan to the Indian
subcontinent and settled in Karachi, At the age of 15, Mr. Ja'fari
was introduced to the teachings of Zorcastrianism. After learning
the Zoroastrian scritural languages of Pahlavi and Avesta, Mr.
Ja'fari converted to Zoroastrianism,

Mr. Ja'fari eventually moved back to Iran and settled in Tehran.
For the past fifty years, Mr. Ja'farli has been a prominent thinker
in the Zoroastrian community, and has been a major participant

in debates concerning reform and change in that religion.
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